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Introduction

Amund the year 2000, people siarted to use the Internet in @ more participatory and interactive wiay. Hew and sasy to
handle softwere programs have aflowsd [nternst users o Interact and collaborate in virtual space, to generate conbers
and o sat up virtual communitics {MErsson B SOderlind, 2013). Subsequently, cliants of sex workars in Garmany

started to et up Internet ferums to commuricate and FEQICHT, Cheir experiencas in commercial sex *, These dients of sax
workers refer to themselves as *Freler”. a term that |s Approsimately transleted by the American slang expression
“john”, By using the term “john® or “Freier® for fhemsalves, tex workers' clionts contrast its Parmer derngatary
connciaion, As the tBrm “john® has #lso antered sclentific literature (Bievins & Holt, 2008 Holt et &l JO0R), we use it

&5 8 synonym for sex workers' client,

For this study, we considersd two types of German web-forums for johns on the Internet: ocommercial and
nan-commercial forums. Non-commercial forums, for examale www.xxxforen.com, elaim not bo pursue marketing goals
bn- e first place. In contrast o the non-sammercial farums; commercial johns’ forums, for examiple www ladies.de, aim
te advertise and promote sexual services.

The intention of both kinds of web-forums i to provide & platform ta eschange information and to discuss BCHviliEs
regarding prostitution or ofher commercial sex. Thus the name “farum® matches with ite Latin arigin for "market place”.
According to their motto “poppen und posten® (*fuck and post®), these web-forums present and discuss raporis
{"reviows”) in postings and threats about individual encounters between clients and sex workers and the provided
FEMNCES,

In 2013, about a dozen major and several miner German Johns' web-forums could be found on the Intemet. The first
Germian community based johng’ forum, Bordellcommanity [ww.mﬂalmmurﬂmm}. wias established in 1999 and
st has-a growing numbar of users,

In pre-Internet times and sven in Be recent past, johns were often regarded as inaccessible for sciantific resesnch
(Steffan, 2005). Nowadays, the above mentioned web-Fforums allow for new scientific approaches. Even though & hesd
count of sex workers or fohns using those web-forams s nat obtainable due to the virtual nature of the Intewneet, 1t i
ergued that jahns represent avarage men [Campbell, 1958; Steffen, 20035, Weitoer, 2007). Through thieir web-forsms,
johns have became more visible in their behavior and more acceszible for ressarch,

Outside of Germany, research has teen done on variows aspects of similar web-forums (Bernstein, 2007: Blevins &
Holt, 2007; Earle & Sharp, 2007; MBnssan & Soderlind, 20L3; Milrod & Monta, 2012; Sanders, 2008; Scaramuzzing,
forthcoming), In Germany, limited resesrch hos besn done. gn Johns |0 general and even less is known abaut their
Internet use. Since the last representative study an johns in 1994 (Kieiber & Veitan, 1994), relatively few sciantific
publications have been published about fohns in Germany (Gerheim, 2012; Grenz, 2005}, By using thelr forems, johns
disciose many different aspects of how they organize their hobby. Howsver, none of these studies revesied data of
Johns® web-forums, Whils we have some data ahout the use of a Braziilan web-community [Recha, Liljeros & Holme,
2010), re dats has been published to answer the quastion: when da jehns use their German web-forums?

Irvestigating the temporal usage of johns’ web-farums supplies us with Insights o theoretical understandings of johas
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and their milieu a1 the beginning of tha early 215 century. It also offers us opportunities for praviding tarmgeted and
timely Information and education on sexual health.

Methods

AS many forums in the Internet web-forums for johns also provide basic data about their website traffic an their public
websites. For exampie, information about the number of users of these forums is generated autematically and
sdvertised within the forums. Dther statisticsl information such as most or least frequented times are not published.
Which left ug with the problem of how te saswer our most Important question: When do st johns use thesr forums?

The answer to this question offers potential opportunities to better understand if and how users of johns' forums
orgenize their activities s clients of sex workers. Reflecting the reasans for thair behavior with the halp of focus groups
could provide options for addressing ceradn issues, As swch 55085 can vy, we decided o install focws groups nod anly
comprising clients, but also perssns who deal with them professionally! sex workers and social wearkers in bealth
promoting positons,

For gur investigation we selected & cholce of German johns' web-forums. We gecided to choose web-forums with a
distinct numiber of ussrs and which cover difforent regions. In arder to camply with ethical guestions, we only Included
web-forums with webmasters and administrators who offered contact tn and cooperation with thair compPrunite:
Bordelicommunity {www, bordellcammuniby. com], Rhednforum {wwnw, rheinforsm.com), Haifles oL
(werw.owiforum.com), Sachsenforum (www.forum-sachsen.com), R&merfarum ([ www, reemenforum, com), BW7
[www. b T.cam) and Ladies.de {www ladies.de].

All forums’ wabmasters agreed that their forums became part of this Study. Some of them {(Rbeinfarum, BSmerforum)
prowided access o additional traffic data, They also halped in recruiting focus group members.

In order to avoid biased data, we decided to yse & dual approach. One approach was the anslysis of data provided by
the Internet project Sexsicher, the other approach was to review the dats made avallable by the webmasters of the
selectes web-forums, Thus, the faliowing findings sre based upan log file data provided by the German Irtemet project
Sexsicher (www.sexsicherde) which was created in 2003 in collaboration with clients of sex warkers for the promotian
of cenusl health, The dats have been cross checked by log fie gata from selected web-forums In Germany. The core of
the investigation was conducted in 2011 and included dats fram 2000 and 20010, In 2013, & review of the dats of the
year 2012 confirmed the previous findings.

Sewxsicher is an Intermet based project that has been inibated by the German Federal Center for Hesith Educaticn in
2002 [Langanke & Ross, 2000]. Sexcicher sims o improve the sesual health of sex workers' clients by providing
information and access o individual coaunsaling about the prewention of sexually transmitted infections snd diseases
(STI/STR),

Sexsicher generates ite sraffic primarily by being linked to johns® web-forums, One such link is 8 Saxsicher icon or
banner (see figure 1) on & ferum’s homepage. Anothar way b link johns’ forums to Sexsicher is through editorial texrs
or within threads.
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heinforum

] J “ AT o
«Partnersaite” (parinening websits) on the ENEry page (boliom It cormer) www, rheinforum. com
(October 22, 2013),

Sexsicher autematically generates continuous surveys of the traffic on its wabsites. Since 2003, all traffic has been
maonitored by Webalizor, o fres web server log snalysis program which produces “highly detailed, easily configurable
USDEE MEpOMS in HTML format. for viewing with & standard web bBrovwser® (www. webalizerorg), Statistics comenaonly
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reported by Webalizer include a summary report for twalve months ac well a5 datailed monthly reports.

Data provided by Webalizer for Sexsicher aliow 2 distinction of specific time frames. Thare are yearly surmmaries a3 well
a5 manthly surveys with more details, An appreach to examing the mes when dients use web-forums is o find ot
whether there are certain manths in which ussge is higher or lower

Thenefore, the provided data were ranscribed for hits by Webalizer for manthly usage of threa yeara: 2008, 1009 and
SOUD [ Webalizer, 2008-20140}) Inko an Extel sheet; of, figure 4,

In order to gain significant and relisble data for more detailsd imvestigation, we alse leoked at the monthly reports. e
we found that all months show similar data, we decided to concentrate on & winter month and a sudnmer month with
their different implcations on keisure activities. As March and August are months that represent distinctive seasonal
atiributes of the Garman calendar &.g. summer and winder ard the amaunt of public holidays, they gqualify for cdoser
investigation. March as & winter month hes an average number of public holidsys in Germany; August as a summer
month is characterized by more oppartunities for outdoar activities.

The analysis of data provided by Sesxsicher allows For detecting general tendercies, This deductive method can be usad
by understand how fohns use their forums, how thay are organized and with which sctivities they occupy themsolves,

However, we wanted 1o complamant this method wikh prirary data of the johns’ forums. Therefore, the webmasters and
adminigtrators of johns' ferums that cooperste with Sexsicher were shown the results of the log file examination.

Some webmasters and administrators agreed to share ther farums’ fog file data. Thair forums were also monitored by
Webalizer. The community forems Rhsinfarum (Rhine area in the West of Germany), Rémerforym (main tepic: sauna
clubs in Garmany), Sachsenforum {South-East regian of Germany) and OWL {shart for Ostwestfalen-Lippe, Eastern and
rurai parts of Westphalia) provided us with dats 2n daily and hourly usage,

In arder to compare data of Sexicher og files with these of the johrs' forums we chose identical time frame=: March
2010 and Augurst 20140,

The routines of the analytic software Webalizer manitor primarly the numbers of hitt on certaln websites. As those can
De caused by people as well &% computer programs, & crogs check with another log files analysis program, Google
Analytics (www.googie.comyanalviics/) was realized, This progrem focuses an visits mther than hits.

In order to find out why johns” web-forums ane being visitad |n the way thay are, we arranged focus groups {Morgan,
1993). Three focus groups met In person and discussed the results of the log file dats and their pastibie reasona; A&
group of pohns” forums® users, a group of female sex workers and a group of soclal workers respectively health
#ducators, All three groups looked at the questons on when, where and how Johns plan their prostitution related
activities, The discussion Improved our understanding of johns, as we learmed more about how their behavior s
odFganized,

Qne focus group consisted of six users of johns' forums (wmbmasters, moderators and other frequent users). The
sEcond focus group scsembled four Female sex workers who actively wse the Internet including johns’ forums, A third
group gathered five soclal workers and sexual health BXparts, &.9. &n 5T1 cosnselors ot o public heaith department ana
WO COuUnSHors at socisl projects for sex workers,

Each member of the three focus groups gave informed consent to participate in the focus groups. All groups wers
maderated by the first author, a 50-year aid fomals Journalist with more than twenty years of professional experience in
interviewing and working with focus groups. The discussions wars conducted ieratively acoording o the grounded
theory appraach.

Thus all groups were ackad to make aduesbed guessed about the investigated time patterns of Johns” forums, Thereafter
they were informed about the results of the ‘of file data analysis. Subsaquently, the groups discussed potentiad reasons
and the circumstances that lead to certain peaks. The discussions wers recorded in writing by the moderator's assistant,

The membars of the focus group assembling vsers of johns' forums were recruited with the help of modemators and
administrators of johns' community ferums, Sie aut of nine addressad web-forum users followed the invitation; two
drepped out bécauss of other appointments, another one becauce of health reasons. All rewvesled Hasir forumns’
nicknames. Thus they could be identified as active users. In this paper they are referred to by their nickname initbale (|,
Fo G, ¥, B, R} &l confirmed to be cients of sex workers in real [ife &g well. They spent 2.5 hours in the dscussion.

Four af the invited six fernale sex workers lained the second focus group meeting, They ware recruited through personal
CONEACEs established by the Internst project Sexsicher, Two sex workers could not attend the focus group dus o trevel
probiems.

The participating four sex workers had a migrant background {bwa frem Eastem Euragse, ane fram Huﬁm Eundps, ong
from Latin America). In this paper they are referred to by the initials of their working names (D, L, M, ¥

All had formal education, they all spoke, resd, and some alss wrote German. Al wera engaged for more than two yvears
85 58X workers and all of them usad the Intermot to advertse their services, Three of the four read some clients’ Iorwms
“every now and then®, one (Y) does nat freqguent them at all ("I usad to, but I got upset by the negative commes"),

M, from Uikraine, worked at & sauna club. Her services were athvertised online by the club, on her ewn homepage and an
several market pace websites, ¥, from a Balkan country, worked at @ brothel (“Laufhaus”), Her services wene prormabed
by the Laufhaus' website. D, from Latin Amarica, worked with same colleggues in an apartment. Her services were
advertised on her own wabsite and on two online market places; che ales upad printed ads In local newspapers. L from
Eastern Europe worked at a private FKK 7 club, Her profile was on the elub's website; she siso ran bvo homesages of
har own,

They spent twg hours in the focus roup dISCLRS e,

In addition to the foous groups of johing and sew workers & thirg foous group was estabfished. The mermbers of this
group work with and for sex workers and johns as socisl workes in the fisld &l ssxwual health promatian,



rianmng tor picasure. [me patems in the use of Internet forums of £, htpe'www.cyberpsyehology ew'view.phpTeisloclanku=201 40306024 ..

Tne five members of the focus group were three women and two men, also recruited through the project Sexsicher
They are referred to by their initials, Four [(BR, I5, F5, UD) had & university degree in the fisld of social work,
("Sorialpadagogik” or soclology) and ane [JL) had & degres in philesaphy. Thres members worked for the department
of STI prevention at local public health departments {"Gesundhaitsdmier™), ane worked for an RGO argaged in sexual
health sducation and e worked for a netion wide counseling hot line for sexua health. All reported frequent contact
b 5ex Workers a5 wall as their clients,

They spent bwo hours in the focus: group discussion.
Results

In grder to estimate how many users frequent the selectsd farums at all, we looked at two paamaters: registersd users
and onling users at a randomly chosen point in time, Both numbers sre automatically generated and published within
the forums, they mark the highest possible (registered) and the minimum [onlife at the same time) rumber of usars,

B Bordellcommunity
B Rhainforum
Oloker's BW F

O 5achsenforum

B Heifles WL

DO RSmerforum
Oladies.de

Figure 2, Total numbers of regisiared and orline users of the seven johns” forums selected for this shudy (Sept 7, 2010).
Drter cacie: 150,503 regishencd ussrs, inner circhs: 5,456 pnifoe isers,

Figure 2 shows a total of 150,503 registered users of which 5,456 users were onling at the same time {data Jengrated

oh Septembar Fth 2010). The graph illustrates that ali farums were actively used by different fractions of registered
WEEETS.

- Log files of the Intermet project Sexsicher delivered basic data for our study. Referrer lists of Sexsicher show a renking
which givas the rumber of hits in absolute numbers of the top 30 referring Uniform Resource Locators (URL]. The
mespectve refamers revealod whether traffic desved Fram search engines, Johis’ forums or other URL, This alowed us
to anstyze in absolute numbers and percentage where users came from whan antefing the Sexsicher websibes, The red
F;:EE Irn"l;the praphs in figure 3 show that between 3 guarter (27%h) and third (33%) of &l traffic was eauced by wesees of
johns’ foruins,

March 2010 August 2010

BXE fam
W oo

Wsearch engines Wclents' forurs B other sduk sies  © mscellaneous

Figure J. Top Referrers to Sexsicier.
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When we started to svaluate the guestion when johns’ forame sre frequented, wa First looked at the diffarent manths of
the yesr. The graph in figure 4 shows traffic data generated by Webalizer for Sexsicher for the vears 2008, 2009 and
2010, The lines illustrate that traffic varied among the manths; they show no consiskent pattern ar frend,

¥ han feb War apgr Hiu Mun Jl.ll..ﬂl.l-E.il'ﬂ tlElel Dec
1008 308 283 HE& 390 350 373 396 354 LS IN0 360 454
=——2DE 345 JE1 398 245 759 374 367 416 418 370 I7Y 359
= 00H0 &FR 340 &EFF 3ITD EAA IST 852 3ET AOD W4 sS4} FES

Manth
Figre 4, Monthiy usage of Sexsicher by yaars (Webalizer, 2008-2010).

A maonth with a fairly tigh usage in ane year (April 2008} can be a month with comparably lithe usage in arother vesr
LAgeil 2000). & month with the least hits in gne year (May 2009) can be a month with an average use dzring another
year (May 2008 and May 2010). Figure 4 shaws that usars of web-farums did not fewor or awadd any certain months.,

Evaluating Webalizer data for daily usage we discoversd that Mondays were the most freguented days of the weak,

Webalizer creates three rows of cofumns for sach day, The op row fhows the number of pages (bright blwe), fikes (dark
bive) and hits {green) that have been requested. The middie row shows how many sites (orange) snd visits {pellow)
have bedn counted, The last row (red columns) shows the amount of requesied data transfer fn kilo bytes,
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Figure 5. Dally usage for March 2010 and August 2010,

The graphs in figure 5 {Webalizer, 2000) show variations among the days of the months with & pattern that rewesls
mighest peaks for Mondays,

Monday 15" March 2010 was the day with the highest number of reported hits, 17,478 compared o an averasge of
14,843 hits per day. Mondgy 23 August 2010 showed 15,068 hits in comparison to the aeerage of 11,858 hits per day.

Afl Mondays in March and August showed high and above average numbers of hiks and rank first. Sundays ranked
eecand with high nufmbers of hits an March 7 wim 16,334 hits and March 14" with 17,107 hits as well s 14,002 and
14,207 hite on August 8" snd August 15

Least traffic was found on Frideys and Saturdays. Saturday 20 March 2010 gainad 13,159 hits, Saturday 21™ August
2010 was the day with least traffic: 9,084 hits,

While fag files of the different sex forums vaned in some way, they all shewed peaks on Mondays.

The OWL forum also showed most hits for each Monday in March and August 2010. Top ranks were reported for March
8" (699,704 hits) and August 16™ (782,507 hits). Least fraquented days were Sundays. Similar results were presented
by the log files of Rheinforum: Al Mondays in March and August 2018 showed mop walues. March 15™ chowed
1,249,807 hits and August 33 showed 2,146,235 hits.
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Rimerforum presented 274,028 (March 157) and 401,609 (August 23™) hits. Sachsenforum presented 574,088 [March
ZE™) and 686,004 {Asoust 9™ hits,

In general, thare was no significant difforence among the selected forums. They all showed similar allccations for peaks
on Mondays and dents on Saturdays. The indication of the selected Sexsicher Ig files was confirmed.

how that
Sexsicher log files also report data regarding hourly usage. The graphs in figure & (Webalizer 2010) s
Sexsichar wag mostly visited in lste afternoons. The bulk of tafic was reported betwesn npon and midnight with a
p2ak arownd 5 pam

Figure 6. Howurly usags for March 2000 #rd Avigeest 2010,

In March 2010, the highest number of hits (31,443) was reported betwean 5 and & p.m. In August, the highest number
of hits was counted betwaen 5 and & P.m. By well, & secand peak was identified between 9 ang 11 pom. {29,520 hits in
March 20000 and 11 1o 12 porm. (23,643 hits (n August 20103,

Least Frequented hours were those in early mornings: from 2 ta 7 a.m.; 9,751 hits in March 2010 and 7,171 hits in
Auguss P10,

Hourly usage figures of OWL, Rheinforum, Romerforum and Sachsenforum revaaiad that most hits are reported between
4 and 6 p.m. OWL showed in March 2010¢ 1,159,681 and August 2010; 1,399,998 hits, Rémerformm pregented highest
rates, 411,638, in March between 7 and 8 p.m. in August 2010 batween 9 and 14 p.m. Sachsenforum showed its peaks
one hour earfier: from 4 to 5 pom. with BIE, 75 hits In March 2010 and 1,058,274 hits in August 2010

In order b further cross check the data, we usad Google Analytics a4 an additional tool for ex@mining one of the mast
frequented forums, the Rheinforum, specifically,. We also décided to check whather our findings for 2010 would
EOFfespond with data from the same months one year later,

Figure 7 shows access rabes on two Mondays, March 21™ (8,111 visits por day} and Avgust 15" 2011 {8,508 visits par
day):

hetpe /e w. cvberpsychology ew/ view.phpTeisloclanku=20 140306024
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Figure 7. Actess number for all wisitors ™ Zugriffszani™ fur atle Besucher) to Rheinforum (Goagle Analytics, 2011 ).

As figure 7 shows, most visits to Rheinforum were reported for the late afemoan and early evening hours, The lowest
numbers of visits were at night. Visits Increstad around noon, pesks ocourmed around § and 7 rn.

Webalizar and Google Analytics cata showed conformity. In addition, both programs cenfirmed the data which had besn
revealad by those of Sexsicher: German fehns” wel-forums wene frequented mastly on Mandays betwesn 5 and & pim.

All da@ showed that Mondays were preferred by johns to visit their farums (highest count in hits and wigits], Second
mast frequented days were Sundays. Least frequentsd days were Saturdays followed by Fridays. The peak of the hourly
usage of johnt' ferums gccurred on Mondays between 5 &wl & pam.

In order to better understand the resulls of the fog file analysis we invited three forus groups ta discuss the findings, a
roup of users of johns’ forums, a greup of sex warkers familiar with the forums and & group of social workers, ales
familiar with the jssues

In the group of johns’ ferums’ ussrs each focus group member fasored one particular forum, althaugh gl of them also
requiarly freguented several web-forums. All but ore {"I'm a regular customer to only two clubs ang thersfere can
rarely report any news” ] focus group members used the forums actively by posting content. They all stated that thelr
Eversge relention tme for remaining in their forums depended on wheather ar nnt they wait for reactions to their own
POSUNGS. They agreed that the average iength of time using their forums would mot be less than 15 minutes,

When asked why ey were using johns’ forums they named

* Community aspacts: "making contact with other forum memiersT, Including real-life mestings for lesure
bime activites,

* Infermation and fun: “infotainment” - enjoying feports of wall-knawn authors because of ™iterary”
interest and information search,

= Consumer care: “ensuring good Juality In sexual services®; sspecially G oread and wrote reports in
ralation to guality control and fransparency of e warkers' gervices:
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* Special interest issoes) duee to his disability as a wheslchair uger, R alsn served a5 a contact person for
other johns with disabilities as well as for sex workers who were or wanted to get in contact with disabled
clients,

Discussing the suthors' findings about the tima patterns in the use of their Forums, all focus group members confirmed
that they also regularly visit johns’ forums at early evenings on Mondays.

When asked why they used the forums on Monday afemoons/early evenings, they discussed rEfFoSpectve and
prospective aspects.

The: retrospect 2spects correlated with the fohns’ reflaction af the weekend after hawing wisited sex workers (5, £ R).
Thee prospective sspects correlated with the cliens’ planning of their forthcodming week (G, K, P, 1K).

It tumed out that the focus group members saw two predominant options for the aftermoon or early ewening tma thay
wisit the forums: Some wsers said being at the johns" forums is “the last thing before | leave the office® Others,
expeciaily those who did not have opportunities to use the Internet at work for private purposes, claimed thair farum
visits b be “the first thing [ do when I get home”

All members of the focus group were either employed or self-employed, Mondays were important week days for those
who have 10 plan thelr appointments — work refated or private, “Usually I'm lesrning about my professional obligations
of Mondays, When [ know my official time table, T can start m arrafige my private life and dates accordingly,”

When the moderator asked the female sex workers of the second focus group iF they would make a guess sbout when
thedr dlients would frequent their forwms, all agresd instanty that it would probably be on Mondays, “During the
waekend, they are either busy with us or with their families and herefore wouldm’t b anlina®.

D 2aid that she received most phone calls from dients on Mondays. “This could also be dus o the printed ads that are
pubdished in the weekend issue of the newspaper” L said that her own homepages were alse highly freguented on
Mondays. "Traffic to my sites comes Mrough the club's website mosthy.” ¥ assumed that the forums are frequentad on
Mandays because soma locations for sex work ~ like the brothel she worked at - were ciosed then: *50 the clients have
the time to explore the virtual world instesd of the resl " M phated b0 réceive most regquests for appointments on
Maordays and Tuesdays: “Clients call or text me at the beginning of the week to find out when wa Sn mest

In acdivon ta the focus groups of johns and sex workess & third focus group with five members was established. They
all work with and for sex workers and johne 3z social wirkers in the fleld of sexusl health prometion,

After the Inrodwction and a short discussion, the group agreed that Mondays wouwd be the favorite day for online time
for users of johns” Forums, When the moderator revealed the actual log file data showing Mondaye to be most
Frequantad, the group continuad to discuss possible reasans.

Those of tha group wive were invalved in telephane counseling pointed out that in their routines Mandays also ware the
days with most phone calls.

UL sied: "It's clear that a lol of sex work happens during the weekends, And after the weskends, chants reflect what
their experience. They call us on Mondeys -~ even though the hotines could alse be reached during the weekand and on
Sunday evenings” BR reported that some users did not have real questions regarding heslth issues, “They state they
are afraid of &n irfection or disease but it often tums out that Mey have a bad conscience and atk for ‘ahsoliition’ rather
than lor seeing a dactor® FS claimed: *IF a clisnt belongs to the economically ective poputation (“zur erwerbstitigen
Bevilkerung”™) he might need to check his professional obligations first on Mondays, then takes care of the rest.” JL,
who worked with fermale sex workers, reported that Mondays are popular for flxing sppointmants: “When we da

prostitufion vary widely depanding on many reasons like weather tonditions, pay days, trade shows or elsa, Oubdoor
prastitution for example is frequented more when F's not reining, But being onling to interactively reflect their hobby as
clients appears to be quite regulary — like Monday early evenings.”

Discussion

The temporal structure of the use of johns' forums is defined, confimed and fleshed out by the forus groups. The
Inkernat dats coincide exactly with the guesses and reports of the Tocus groups of johns, sex workers, and associated
professionals wha work in the Bres,

The log Tile data analysis shows no distincbive manths during which dients visit thair forems régularly, Mo evidenco wac
found to demonstrate any preferences in manthly usa, However, all data on dally usage shaw that Mondays are highly
praferrad by |shns to use their forums. Mordays show the hilghest numbers of hits and vigiks, Hourly statistes show a
distinct peak of usage batween 5 p.m. and 6 p.m. Log fila dats analysls a3 well a5 ToCus group discussions revea
consistently that German johns’ forums are Fraquented mostly on Mondeys botween 5 snd & p.m.

Undarstanding this distinct time frame belps us to lesrn more aboaut the on- and off-line behavior of johns. The clear
pattern shows how thay arganiza their activities as clients of sex wWiorkers.

Discussions in the focus groups aboiit the reasons for this time pattern show a close relation with the disnts’ work and
Ielgure time conditons. On Mondays, johns appear to follow up weskend experiences with commercial sex, They read
about their peers’ weekend experiences, comment on reparts and write about their own experiance. &lsa on Mondays,
some - employed and celf-employed - men get W know their working schedule for the week. Therefore they also
arrange their “time off™ an Mondays [(“planning for pleasure™) for which they consult johns® forums. This is essantially
&n equivalent of “Monday moming quarterhacking®, 3 term used by sparts fans to describe discussion and aralysis of
Saturday football or basketball games at work {www.thefreedictionary.com). The analogy is perhaps mare pertinent
since johns describe their activities in prostitution as a “hobby” (Milrod & Mants, 20121

Due b2 the Mndings of this study, clients of sex workers use Johns' forums preferably on lste Monday: afternoons mainky
far panning their encounters with sex workers, Even the refrospective “quarerbacking” benefits johns' "plasning for



Flanming [or pleasare: Time paitems in the use of Internet forems of £, hitp/'www.cyberpaychology.ew'view, phpcistoc lanku=2014030602.&...,

pleesura”.

Such planning is Integrated into the johns’ work week In much the same way as planning for business obligations or
short berm rest. Thus, Fasing & sex worker is arganized very much ke other lefsure pursults Tike going to the movies or
cut for dinner, In much the same way as these men organize their working waek appointments, they ales sppesr to
orgarnize their recreational appointments,

Arrangements for encounters with sex workers are demonstrably not solely following the clients’ spontaneous spur of
the momant, Acoording o the pesks in the log files and e large number of johns' forums wsers, planning for pleasure
it nat anything particulady unusual. As all three focus groups came ug with the same temporal patterns matching the
lag file data, we gain a fuller picture of the dynamics, logisties and motivations of cliants of sex workers.

Our data confirm and coincide many of the important findings made By cther researchers in the field. With the Internst,
sexupl commerce has become more diversified and sasier to aporoach (Bernstesn, 2007 Dakckar, 2013 Milrad & Monto,
2011). As the Internat allows acceds to plan for sexual services aimost everywhere, It abolishes the distinctions of
private and public fife. On the Intermet, spaces and locations for arrenging sesual services appear integeated in
g nstream entertaénment industry,

As Ross (Ross, 2006) has commented, the Internet allows for the normalization of activities previously considersd
deviant, and our data appesr to bear out this normalization: Tha nature of sex work for johns is rather a regular Fobby
instead of something that used W be considered a deviant activity. Thus, this study supports the idea of a shift In the
meaning of sex wark. Our data suggast that cients of sex workars orpanize thelr commercial sex encounters  a great
extent and wery structured, Tt would need further investigation whether Mhis sructured organizing matches tha
Furtiveness and deviance that previously characterized sex work,

How much our findings ére due o0 the German legal conditions far progfitution”, the role of the Intemet in facllltation
planning, the professionalization of sew work a8 a service industry, or the chafging rmeres about 583 work cannot be
determined. Our contention is thet & may be a combination of all of thess facters. The relabionship between thess
factors needs to be further explored,

Further investigation has to reveal how emgloyment conditions influence tha way johns use their forwems, Our findings
about the time patterns could proof te be useful, especially when & comes to wilor educstion or Intervention for sex
workers’ clients. For example, health educators could reach out for johns at their forums’ resl Sme communication
{"chat") at specific Hmies.

Limitations of these dsta are the non-random naturg of the Focus group particpants, the specific national location
(Germany) of the data, and the fact that johns wha use the Intermel farums may not be Bepical of johns In genaral,
Mevertheless, our findings point to a new understanding of being a sex workers® client by using jobne” forums in
planning for pleasur,

MNotes

1. The term “commercial sex® (or "pay sex” as it s called in the forums) is being used to indicate that johns” forums do
not only facus on common prostitution but also cover different sexal services such as emiic massages, pomography or
bizarre sarvices,

4, By using the term john®, we refer to male clients of female sex workers. Even thowgh there are male johns asking
for sexual services by male sex workers and there are sorme female chients af male cex workers, those have not yet set
up relevant internet farams in Germany,

3. FRE: “Freikirpereultur®; a clud in which sex workers are naked; their clients wear bathrobes or towels.

4. Legal Frame Waork for Sex Work in Germany: Contracts bebwenn sex workers end their clients are comprehensively
acknowledged as legal acts in Germany. The currently effective foderal Law on Prostitution (PrastG), snacted in 2002
(www.geseze-im-internat.de), ended the status of prostitution being deviant or “contra bonos mores” (againgt public
Poficy, immoral) by which any agreement betwoen sex workers and johns could be regarded as null and wold. The
ProstG's intention was to improve and empower the legal situation of sax workers. Tt i supposad to be one of the moss
madern and libaral laws on prostitubion in Eurepe and has further decrminalized commercial SEX genvices for both, Sex
workers and their clients. Even though prostitution in Germany bs sbill regulated by a number of provisions, o.g.
criminal law, state law or administratve Instructions, men do nat have to fear prosecution for belng & sex workers"
Client.
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